	Ann’s Cap
Designed by Jan Hamby © 2007

This cap was designed and knit for a friend of mine who is facing chemotherapy for ovarian cancer.  Her determination and will to win over cancer and to not let it define her was my inspiration.  It’s a quick and fun knit – can be done in an evening – and is a nice way to let someone know you care.  The fabric is very elastic and comfortable to keep a bare head warm and casually stylish.
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	Sizes
Child/Adult Small (Adult Medium, Adult Large).

Finished unstretched circumference –  13 3/4” (16”, 18 1/4”)
Comfortably stretches to fit – 19” (22”, 25”)
	


Materials

Size 8 and 10 circular (16”) and size 10 double pointed needles.  Double pointed needles may be used throughout as desired.

Muench Tessin yarn.  43% wool superwash/35% acrylic/22% cotton.  

Colorway 65885.  Balls 1 (1, 2).  This yarn is a heavy worsted and can be readily substituted to include yarns with a bit of halo or boucle.

	Abbreviations

K2P2

Knit 2 Purl 2

K2tog

Knit 2 together

K3tog

Knit 3 together
P2tog

Purl 2 together

	Pattern Stitch (Mock Rib)
Row 1 – *K1 P1* Repeat to end of round.

Row 2 – Knit




Gauge

3.5 stitches per inch in pattern stitch on size 10 needles.
Let’s Get Started!

Using size 8 circular needles cast on 64 (72, 82) stitches.  Join in the round being careful not to twist stitches.  
Rounds 1-8.  Work in K2P2 ribbing.  (Add extra rounds if you desire.)
Switch to size 10 needles.  Work in pattern stitch until piece measures 5 (5 ½, 6) inches ending with row 2.  
For Adult Medium work one round of purl stitches (72 stitches).  For Child/Adult Small and Adult Large sizes, P4, P2tog, purl to end of round (63, 81 stitches).
Decrease as Follows

Switch to double pointed needles when necessary:

Row 1 (Adult Large Only) *K7, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  72 stitches remain.

Row 2 Knit.

Row 3 (Adult Medium and Adult Large Only)  *K6, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  63 stitches remain.

Row 4 Knit.

Continue as follows for all sizes.
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Row 5 *K5, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  54 stitches remain.

Row 6 Knit.

Row 7 *K4, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  45 stitches remain.

Row 8 Knit.

Row 9 *K3, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  36 stitches remain.
Row 10 Knit.

Row 11 *K2, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  27 stitches remain.
Row 12 Knit.

Row 13 *K1, K2tog* repeat to end of round.  18 stitches remain.
Row 14 Knit.

Row 15 K2tog to end of round.  9 stitches remain.
Row 16 Knit.

Row 17 K3tog to end of round. 3 stitches remain.
Cut yarn tail to allow sufficient length to finish.  Thread through remaining stitches and draw up tightly.  Secure on inside of cap.  
Make blossom
On size 8 needles cast on 20 stitches leaving a 12-18 inch tail.  
Row 1 Knit into front and back of each stitch across the row.  (40 stitches)

Row 2 Knit into front and back of each stitch across the row.  (80 stitches)  
Row 3 Bind off across the row.  

Cut tail leaving about an 18 inch length of yarn and draw through final stitch.  You now have a curly strip of knitting with two long yarn tails.  Thread needle with one tail.  Curve end around onto itself and secure by drawing tail through to back.  Continue to curl and stitch the shorter edge of the strip into place on the back side of the blossom forming a spiral outward that allows the petals to “spread”.  Leave tails intact to be used to secure the blossom to the hat during finishing.
Finishing

Weave in and trim ends.  Secure blossom on cap at location desired by drawing tails through to inside, tying ends and weaving in and trimming.  (Can be secured to a pin back to allow flexibility in placement if desired.)  It’s also very cute attached at the center-top of the cap as a pom-pom alternative!
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